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What is Bank Job?
Bank Job is a mischievous feature 
documentary led by artist/filmmaker 
team Dan Edelstyn and Hilary Powell 
that looks at why personal debt levels 
are so high in the UK and what we can 
do about it. 

The film instigates and follows a 
community coming together to make 
their own currency and open a bank 
in order to examine how money and 
debt is created in our economy and to 
ask important questions about how 
the system of money creation might be 
altered in their favour.

The film is 1 hour and 27 minutes long 
and rated PG.

Why hold screenings?
People across the country are being hit 
hard by the cost of living crisis. Levels of 
personal indebtedness are on the rise, 

with half of all adults in the UK in  
debt or concerned about falling  
into debt. It’s vital we campaign for 
action on the UK’s household debt  
crisis – and to do that we need to 
understand what’s causing it.

Our financial system is deliberately 
confusing, especially when it comes  
to debt. This makes it hard for  
ordinary people to know their rights 
and fight to change the system. Film 
can be a powerful tool in bridging 
this gap, helping people to access 
information and, importantly,  
mobilising them to make change. 

And that’s where you come in! Your 
screening will be one of around ten 
taking place in cities, towns, and 
villages across the UK. We’re so  
excited to have you on board.

Skye
Organiser, Debt Justice

Hello!
Thanks so much for agreeing to host a screening of Bank Job in 
your area. We’re excited to work with you to start conversations 
about our broken financial system, and the need for debt justice, 
with your community. 

This pack contains everything you need to host the screening, 
including how we can support you, discussion questions, tips on 
finding a venue, and ideas for promoting your event. If you have 
any more questions, or would like printed resources, you can 
contact us at any time via email at info@debtjustice.org.uk

mailto:skye@debtjustice.org.uk
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How to host a screening 

 QUICK CHECKLIST

Find a venue

Sort out any technology 
you’ll need to screen the film

Consider how you’ll make 
your event accessible to as 
many people as possible

Think about who you’ll invite, 
and publicise your event

Think about how you want  
to facilitate a discussion 
group – or ask us to  
do it for you!

Venue
The first thing you’ll need to do is 
find a venue where you can hold your 
screening. Community centres, church 
and school halls, and the back rooms 
of pubs are all good places to start. 
If you’re not sure what’s in your local 
area try searching for other similar 
events online and see where they were 
held. Check with the venue that there’s 
a way you can screen the film. Do they 
have a projector or other large screen?

Once you’ve got a shortlist, get in 
touch with some proposed dates and 
a description of the event. You should 
also ask about payment – if you say 
the event is on behalf of a charity lots 
of venues will allow you to use the 
space at a lower cost, or even for free. 
There is some budget available to 
pay for venues, so get in touch with us 
(info@debtjustice.org.uk) when you’ve 
got a quote and they will pay for it.

How to watch the film
There are two ways to watch Bank Job:

•	Via a streaming link to a computer.

•	On DVD.

Let us know which one you prefer 
and we’ll get it to you. Whichever you 
choose, you’ll need a large screen or 
projector, cables to connect the laptop 
or DVD player, and some decent 
speakers. Hopefully the venue you 
choose will have these. If not get it 
touch and we’ll help you source some. 

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

mailto:skye@debtjustice.org.uk
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Accessibility
We want as many people as possible 
to be able to access the film screenings, 
and that means thinking about how  
to remove any barriers that might  
stop people participating. Here’s a 
checklist to get you started:

Before the event
•	On your promotional materials, have 

you given people a way to contact 
you to request specific access needs 
you may not have thought of?

•	Have you provided alt captions for 
any images you’ve posted online?  
This is text that can be read out  
loud by a screen reader so that 
anyone with a visual impairment 
is able to interpret the image. 
Depending on where you’re posting 
images, there will be instructions  
on how to do this online.

•	Have you checked printed 
communications to make sure the  
font you’re using is large enough,  
and is dyslexia friendly?

Venue
•	Is your venue wheelchair accessible, 

or is there step-free access?

•	Does your venue have an accessible 
toilet, changing places station, and 
are there gender-neutral toilets 
available for people who need them?

•	Is your venue easily accessible by 
public transport?

•	Is there a hearing loop at the venue?

•	If you’re providing drinks or snacks, 
are there alcohol-free options, 
vegan/vegetarian options, and 
snacks that do not contain gluten, 
nuts, or other major allergens?

•	Is there a quiet space people can go 
to if they need to step away from the 
main event?

Screening the film
•	Have you turned on subtitles?

•	Is the volume at an appropriate level?

•	Can background noise be kept to a 
minimum while the film is playing?

•	Is the screen large enough that 
people at the back can see?

It’s never possible to think of and 
remove every possible barrier, but 
you should do as much as you can to 
make sure everyone who wishes to 
can attend. The most important part 
is communicating access information 
clearly and giving people a chance to 
request additional accommodations. 

If you want help with anything 
access related, or just have 
questions, please get in touch via 
email: info@debtjustice.org.uk
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Promoting your event
Later in this discussion pack you’ll 
find an example poster/flyer. There’s 
a space left blank for you to fill in the 
date and time of your own screening.  
If you’d like some printed copies of  
this, ask us to post them to you. 

You can promote your screening both on  
and offline – you’ll know best where  
people in your area get their information  
– but below are some suggestions of 
where to publicise your event.

•	Social media. Post the event on your 
own social media accounts and get 
your friends and/or family to share it. 
You can also find local Facebook and 
NextDoor groups and post it there. 
Get in touch at info@debtjustice.org.uk  
if you’d like some social media 
graphics to add to your posts.

•	See if there are any politically-
aligned groups or organisations in 
your area – e.g. unions, campaign 
groups, local foodbanks or citizens 
advice groups – who’d be up for 
sharing the flyer/poster with their 
networks in local corner shops, 
religious buildings, libraries or 
community notice boards.

•	Share an image of the flyer directly  
to your networks via WhatsApp, 
Signal, or another messaging app. 

•	You could also go along to other  
local events and meetings and  
ask to do a shout-out about your 
event to the people there.

We’ll also let people on our mailing list 
know of all the screening dates, and 
post events on our own socials.

Causeffect
Highlight
Edited this for reasons of space
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How to facilitate a 
good discussion group 
Hosting a discussion group as part of 
your event allows people to engage 
more deeply with the issues in the film, 
and to ask questions to clarify anything 
they don’t understand. You can hold the  
discussion group yourself (it’s easy to do!)  
or we may be able to come to our event  
and facilitate a group for the attendees. 

In this pack you’ll find a list of questions  
to help ground your discussions of the 
film. However, there are also some other 
things you can do to make sure the  
conversation is productive and enjoyable.

•	Make sure everyone has all 
the resources in good time and 
encourage them to read them 
properly in advance.

•	Use the questions provided as a 
guide but don’t be afraid to go off 
track – follow your own interests.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
The questions below are there to help frame your discussion, but do please 
talk about any aspect of the film that interests you! If any questions about 
debt come up that you don’t know the answer to, check the household debt 
briefing (below) or email us for an answer (info@debtjustice.org.uk). 

•	Spend the first part of the 
conversation getting to know each 
other: get people to say their names, 
anything else they feel the group 
should know about them (pronouns, 
access needs etc.) and why they came.  
You may want to try an icebreaker – 
there are lots of examples online.

•	Keep an eye on who’s speaking, and 
if certain people are dominating the 
conversation gently point it out and 
encourage quieter people to speak 
if they wish to. This is especially 
important from an anti-oppression 
framework – people with more 
societal privilege often find it easier 
to state their opinions and you may 
notice patterns in who feels more 
able to assert themselves.

•	If you have any questions you can’t 
find the answers to, feel free to email 
us and we’ll do our best to help. Get 
in touch at info@debtjustice.org.uk

 General thoughts – what did 
you think? 

 What did you learn that you 
didn’t know before? 

 Are you inspired to take 
action? If so, how? (Joining the 
Debt Justice Activist Network 
might be a good place to start!)

 What did you think about the 
tactics displayed in the film?

 Is it enough to write off debt? 
What other changes need 
to happen? (You might want 
to consider what systemic 
changes you think are needed).

mailto:skye@debtjustice.org.uk
mailto:info@debtjustice.org.uk


Further reading
We know some of the finance mechanisms discussed in the film 
can be a bit confusing – especially the secondary debt market 
and how it functions. With that in mind we have written a 
briefing on all things household debt. You may wish to share it 
with attendees in advance of the screening. Alternatively, have 
a few copies on hand to refer to during the discussion group 
and to take home afterwards – you’ll probably find answers to 
any questions you have in there!

You can find it here: https://debtjustice.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2022/09/Household-Debt-Briefing.pdf or contact us 
at info@debtjustice.org.uk and we can send you printed copies.

Debt Justice is a campaigning 
organisation working with others  
to end unjust debt and the poverty 
and inequality it perpetuates,  
in the UK and across the world.

debtjustice.org.uk • @debtjustice 

info@debtjustice.org.uk

Debt Justice, Oxford House, Derbyshire 
Street, London E2 6HG  United Kingdom
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Debt Justice is a company limited by guarantee 
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