
To the editor
While children in [YOUR AREA] prepare to go back to their classrooms, millions of young people in other countries are denied access to quality education because their governments face overwhelming debt repayments.
Almost all countries borrow to finance public spending. However, lower-income countries predominantly borrow from private lenders at higher rates of interest - sometimes as much as eight times higher. When global economic shocks come, this leaves countries overwhelmed with debt and struggling to fund essential services like education and health care.
Across Africa alone, 25 countries are spending more on external debt repayments than on education. According to academics at the Universities of St Andrews and Leicester, 16,500 extra children could finish primary school if just 10% of Malawi’s debts were cancelled.
The UK Government is uniquely placed to legislate on how these debts are negotiated, as most of them are governed by English law, and has the power to pass a debt justice law that would compel private lenders to participate in debt relief. 
Every dollar spent on debt is one that cannot go into critical services like education, and private lenders are profiting from this poverty. 
I would urge readers to join campaigning organisations such as Debt Justice and Christian Aid in pushing for change on this urgent issue. Anyone who wishes to learn more can go to debtjustice.org.uk/back-to-school
Yours faithfully,
YOUR NAME
Debt Justice campaigner


